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Grouchy informed the Emperor from Fleurus that
strong columns, seemingly coming from Namur, were
going in the direction of Brye and Saint-Amand, behind
Fleurus. These were the Second and Third Corps,
which were coming up to join the First. In spite of
the absence of the Fourth Corps, the Prussians would
be able to oppose during that day nearly 90,000 men,
that is, forces markedly superior to those the Emperor
could bring up.

The Ziethen Corps had suffered heavy losses, but
attained a considerable result: that of delaying the
battle until the 10th; of making concentration possible.

As Clausewitz puts it: " One sees thereby what caution
and what delay circumstances, however little complicated
they may be, unavoidably impose even on the most resolute
of generals, on Napoleon"

Among the complications which Ziethen skilfully
utilised, must undeniably be placed that double retreat
on the roads to Gilly and Gosselies, which prevented
Ney from going to Quatre-Bras, which made Napoleon's
intervention necessary on that side, and thereby also
delayed the action on the road to Namur.

It must be also pointed out that this divergent
retreat did not prevent the First Prussian Army Corps
from having its four divisions assembled on the fol-
lowing day.                               t

This instance clearly shows how retreating advance
guards must fight, while keeping in mind the twofold task:
observing the enemy and delaying him in his approaches.

Advance guards delay the enemy, by compelling
him to take up fighting dispositions, to assemble, to
deploy, to uce his superiority in order to outflank.

The nature of the ground, as well as the distance of
the force to be covered, determine of course how long
the resistance must last; however, under any circum-
stances, the losses will depend upon the resistance one
has decided to make. And it is also for this reason
that resistance must not be resorted to, whenever the
necessary time can be secured in another way.

Normally and rationally, therefore, one must attempt
to hold the enemy back, and to delay him as he ap-
proaches, by three means only: (1) by compelling him